ORKNEY ISLANDS COUNCIL
MARINE SERVICES
NOTICE TO MARINERS

No 12/2025

Date 02/07/2025
USV Operations Bay of Firth

Project Seagrass will be conducting a survey using an unmanned surface
vehicle (USV) within the Bay of Firth and other locations outside of Harbour
Limits between the 20t"- 25t July 2025.

The USV will be launched from the shore and operating within line of sight,
going no more than 500m from the shoreline.

Mariners are advised to navigate with caution.

Jim Buck FRIN

Harbour Master &

Head of Marine Services and Transportation
Harbour Authority Building
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Existing seagrass monitoring

sites on the Orkney Islands

Site name
Stronsay, Bay of Franks

Stronsay, Mill Bay

Sanday, Backaskzill

Sanday, Otterswick

Eday, Doomy Bay (west side}
Southwiyre

Westray, Bay of luquoy

Westray, Bayo lafts

Papa Westray, Papa Sound (the roost)
Mainland Orkney, 5t Peters Pool

Accessibility
torinfatable, or ;
sea . Theraiscar
area atthe bay, whichi diive or yteminal
Bestaccessed by boat
Bestac , but a tong sv aidit).
Better isa sweptoltsite.

Accessible from shore and by boat
Accessible from shore and by boat

Best to have bost cover here 25t 1s quite tidal area

A erent sites) deeper
Mainland Orkney, Hnstown Lasily sccessible from shore for snorellors of divers
Mainland Orkney, Grimbister Accessible from shore for snorkellors or divers

ScapaFlow, boat toget sggesta bestfor
Mainland Orkney, Scapa Flow, Graemsay east side Needtotake 2 boat toget for

Mainland Orkney, Scapa Flow, Mellow Bank
Hoy, Longhope

Locations of sites around the Orkney

Islands where seagrass
mapping and
monitoring have
previously .
taken place,to "
facilitate s
planning of
2025 Project
Seagrass
fieldwork.

Onlyaccessible by small boat
Needtocheckwith Esthar/R)

® Name and approximate location
of existing monitoring site

Digitised polygon of
seagrass extent
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